Septic System Basics & You

(Based on the EPA's “A Homeowner’s Guide to Septic Systems™)
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® pesticides,

herbicides, paint,
oil, gasoline, antifreeze,
etc into the system. They
will kill the microbes vital to
decomposing the solids in
the septic tank!

Don't put dia-

pers, cat litter,

grease, feminine

products, coffee
grounds, cigarette filters,
etc into the system. They
will clog the septic tank or
drainfield!




Septic System Care

portant Best Management Practices (BMPSs)
For Protecting & Maintaining Septic Systems

y conserving the amount of water entering the septic system, the operation of the
and the risk of septic system failure is reduced. A leaking toilet can waste as
ater per day, which overloads the system and will cause the system to fail.
eriodically. By regularly pumping the septic tank, and removing the sludge and
ty of clogs in the pipes to and from the tank will be reduced. If clogging occurs,
ake its way to the drainfield and can back up into the house. The table at the
ends the proper pumping frequency.

ste, solvents, paint, pesticides, fertilizers into the system. Any of these items
e septic tank which decompose the solid wastes.

stem as a trash can. Non-biodegradable items such as dental floss, feminine

s, cigarette butts, coffee grounds, cat litter, paper towels, etc can clog your system

Jo not replace the need for periodic pumping. Commercial additives are not
anks as they can be harmful to the system and all of the necessary microbes for
t in the system naturally.

I car over any part of the septic system. Driving over the septic system can
> the system components (the pipes or tank), and reduce the efficiency of the

system maintenance. Keeping records of pumping, inspections, permits, and
1es will help you keep your septic system in great shape.

Recommended Septic Tank Pumping Frequency

Household Size—Number of Occupants
1 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Years

1241 59 | 37 |26 | 20 | 1.5 | 1.2 | 1.0 | 0.8 | 0.7
156 | 75 | 48 | 34 | 26 | 20 | 1.7 | 14 | 1.2 | 1.0
1891 91 | 59 (42 (33|26 |21 |18 | 15| 13
254 (124|180 | 59 |45 | 37|31 |26 |22 |20

i i Content developed by: Mission Resource
ovided by the County of San Diego ped by @

Conservation District
Resources Control Board. o
Phone (760) 728-1332 www.missionrcd.org



